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Agenda
• Site Selection & Economic Development 
• Partnerships and Preparedness

– Sites
– Rates
– Relationships

• Facebook Project



What do large economic development 
projects require?

• Workforce
• Utility Infrastructure (Electricity, Gas, Water 

and Sewer)
• Roads/Rail
• Telecommunications
• Business Climate & Incentives
• Controlled and Planned Sites/Buildings
• Process of Elimination



Energy – Drives location decision in many 
industry segments

• Energy Availability and Cost
– Top 10 Factor : 2016 Corporate Executives Survey 

- Area Development
• Reliability – mission critical facilities
• Renewables & sustainability goals
• Rates & riders
• Ready Infrastructure



Success
• Nebraska has a strong environment for 

data center development
• Past large projects – Yahoo/Oath, Travelers 

and Fidelity
• Why?



The Journey to Attracting Facebook



What does Facebook look for in a site?



• Partnerships & Persistence 
• Site identification, planning and control 

The Journey



OPPD journey to attracting Facebook
• Ready Site & Infrastructure
• 2015 Corporate Feedback

– Schedule 261 - Large Power – High Voltage 
Transmission Level

– Rider 499 – Green Sponsorship Program
• Feedback from the industry and corporate buyers 

including Facebook & Yahoo led to a new rate 
structure 
– 261 M – Large Power – High Voltage Transmission 

Level – Market Energy



261 M – Large Power 
High Voltage Transmission Level – Market Energy

• Approved by OPPD’s board in January 2017
• Modification of schedule 261
• Based on OPPD’s cost of service model
• OPPD provides retail service to the customer, including generation and 

system capacity, transmission and administration
• Provides flexibility in how customers meet their renewable energy goals
• Renewables are not required, but create a hedge/nexus for the market 

energy
• 13th Green Tariff in the USA – World Resource Institute



Facebook Project Overview
• One of the largest projects to ever land in 

Nebraska
• Rapid development
• Advanced site development planning and 

site control led to the project success
• 100 permanent Facebook jobs
• 1000 construction jobs
• 2 buildings



More at - https://www.facebook.com/PapillionDataCenter/



Partnerships
• Omaha Chamber & Economic Development 

Partnership
• Sarpy County  Economic Development Corporation
• Papillion
• Sarpy County
• Nebraska Department of Economic Development 
• Metropolitan Utilities District
• MANY others!



Facebook Renewables



Thanks!

Leading the way we power the future
-OPPD Vision
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